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Commissioner for Patents 
P. O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being 
deposited with the United States Postal Service as 
first class mail in an envelope addressed to: 
Commissioner for Patents, P. O. Box 1450, Alexandria, 
VA 22313-1450 



July 8 , 2004 f _ 




Dear Sir: 

In response to the Office Action of June 15, 200^(appifcants L fespectfully traverse the 
requirement for election and respectfully request the withdrawal of the requirement. The 
examiner has stated "Currently no claims are generic". Applicants do not understand this 
statement. For example, at least Claim 1 is believed to be clearly generic to all species disclosed 
in the application. 



Applicants attach hereto copies of figures of the drawings present in the case with 
notations in red thereon to facilitate correlating the elements shown in the figures of the two 
species with the corresponding elements recited in Claim 1. It is believed that the accompanying 
table and copies of relevant figures demonstrate that at least Claim 1 is generic to both species. 



1 



However, to comply with the requirements of 37 C.F.R. 1.141, applicants hereby make 
the following election: 



Provisional Election 

Applicants provisionally elect the species shown in Figures 2, 2A, 3, 4, 5 and 6. It is 
believed Claims 1, 2, 3, 7, 8, 9, 12 and 13 are applicable to this species. 
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Respectfully submitted, 




CAHILL, VON HELLENS & GLAZER P.L.C. 



William C. Cahill 



Restriction Requirement Response 



Species of Species of 
Claim elements of Claim 1 Figs. 2. 2A. 3, 4, 5 & 6 Figs. 7. 8. 9, 10 

(a) a housing... 40, 50 400,500 
a ventilator-side port. . . 21 21 
the housing also having 

a patient side port... 25 25 

(b) a structure within the 

housing forming a first path... Path A in Fig. 3 Path A in Fig. 8 

from ventilator side port. . . 21 21 

through moisturizing medium. ..15 15 

and a second path... Path B in Fig. 3 Path B in Fig. 8 

(c) a two-way valve 

mechanism... 23 230 
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